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Batley and Dewsbury among other articles produce large quantities
of shoddy (remade woollen goods); Keighley and Dewsbury are
engaged in spinning; carpets are made at Heckmondwike and
Halifax; and so on. In addition to wool, it may be noted, both
cotton and silk are used in the manufacture of certain fabrics. The
wool is partly of domestic, but mainly of foreign origin. Of the
latter, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa are the chief
sources of supply, though some comes from the Argentine, either
directly, or by France or Belgium, in which two countries special
methods have been devised for dealing with the very dirty wool
that is produced by South America. Mohair is imported from
Turkey,and the Cape, and alpaca from South America. It may be
noted here in passing that Leeds is one of the chief seats of the
leather industry in Britain.
To the south of the wool-manufacturing region lies that in which
iron and steel goods are produced.    Sheffield is its centre, though
the advantages of that town are shared to some extent by a number
of others.   The iron industry settled in this part of the country in
early times, because iron ore, wood for fuel, and water power were
within easy reach of one another.   Coal has taken the place of wood,
and, though some clay ironstone is still found in the locality, the
chief supplies of native ore now come from Northampton, Lincoln,
and Leicester.   These ores are phosphoric, and can be made into
basic steel, the Magnesian Limestone to the east Being tise^l Ice;
lining the converter or making the hearth.   For the special Hnds
of steel in which Sheffield excels, however, hematite pig-iron has to
be imported from Lancashire, Cumberland, and Spain; while, for
the finest descriptions of steel goods, Swedish iron is used.   Excel-
lent ganister for the furnaces is found in the Coal Measure sand-
stone, some of which consists of almost pure quartz.   Derbyshire
limestone provides the flux, while the gangue left by the lead miners
in the same county contains fluor spar which is of great value in
desulphurizing the metal used in the manufacture of basic steel. In
addition, moulding sands with an admixture of clay are found in
the Upper Permian beds, fireclays are abundant, and excellent
grindstones can Be obtained from the sandstones of the Coal Mea-
sures. With all these advantages Sheffield developed a great iron and
steel industry, manufacturing engineering plant and machinery,
armour plate and ordnance, cutlery, tools, and a great variety of